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Namaste, Sat Sri Akal & Salaam

With this letter I will bid you all farewell.  My tenure as president of the CAI in 
Wichita comes to an end along with that of my Executive Committee.  After the 
Republic Day event, currently scheduled for  January 26

th
, we will hand the reins 

over to the next team who will take CAI through 2019.  I would like to point out that 
this is an important event in our calendar, it is where the voting takes place for the 
next CAI team.  I sincerely hope you can attend and exercise your right to select the 
next CAI team.  I would like to thank you all for the opportunity to serve the 
community of Wichita and we hope we have held true to the mission of CAI in a 
manner befitting the Indian community’s expectations.

Since our last newsletter, we had the opportunity of seeing two amazing performers 
show us their mastery of music and dance.  We had Ms. Anindita Nanda perform 
classical dances in the Odissi form followed by Messrs. Arup Ratan Mukherjee and 
Ganesh  Balashubramaniyan who performed classical sitar music accompanied by 
tabla.  I have mentioned this before several times, but Wichita, despite the size of 
the community, manages to attract World class musicians and performers.

We, of course, also had our annual Diwali show this year.  As usual, it was a sell out 
success.  The community came together and put together a show which sought to 
highlight the latent talent of music and dance which is within the Indian community 
of Wichita.  This year bought a record number of sponsors allowing CAI to have 
two Diwali events as requested by our Grand Sponsor Spirit Aerosystems.

On the evening of the 3
rd
 November, Spirit hosted, in conjunction with CAI, an 

invitation only event mainly for the sponsors and Spirit employees.  This was 
followed on November 17

th
 by the community wide event which is traditionally held 

by CAI at the Mary Jane Teall Theatre.

I wanted to bring to your attention a few items of note in this newsletter.  Unlike last 
year, when we gave laminated membership cards, this year, we have decided as a 
cost saving exercise to supply the CAI membership card with this newsletter.  You 
may cut it out and keep it for future use.  Please note that it carries with it a host of 
benefits.  If you show it at either Asian Groceries or Zaytun Mediterranean Bistro, 
you will receive a 10% membership discount.

I guess there is very little for me left to say, other than, thank you from myself and 
my team for allowing us to run the Wichita CAI this year.  We hope those who step 
into our shoes are blessed with the same amount of support we have had from the 
community this year.

Sincerely.

Yudhishthir Joshi, President

CAI CALENDAR*

(Winter)

Republic Day
January 26th , 11am-3pm

Morningstar Church
Wichita, KS 

*more details on www.caiwichita.org 

Editors: A.Ghosh
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bring you 
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-Guru Nanak



Op-ed by Anon.

Anon.

The writer of the following article is a respected 

member of the Wichita Indian Community who has 

wished to stay anonymous.

Diwali 2018

CAI’s largest community event of the year, Diwali 2018, was celebrated 

with grandeur, food and festivities at Century II’s Mary Jane Teall 

Theater. Another outstanding turnout, as over five hundred people 

attended this year’s event! 

The theme of the evening was Indian Puppetry - puppets large and small 

displayed throughout the venue and yearbook; there was even a life-size 

hand-made doll which quickly became the marquee selfie and snapshot 

of the evening! The venue was filled with elegant decorations and even 

the ever popular photo booth featured a new colorful backdrop - be sure 

to check out CAI’s Facebook page (@wichitacai) for your pictures.

The evening started with a buffet style dinner that featured a new layout, 

which proved to be efficient in serving and allowing patrons to dine and 

socialize in timely manner. After dinner, the traditional community 

cultural program began on-time with an enthusiastic opening from the 

emcees - Mr. Abraham Mathew and Ms. Ankita Khurana. The emcees 

provided an authentic and energetic tone with articulate and succinct 

introductions that kept the audience engaged and the program at an 

upbeat pace!

The children’s program featured over sixty children performing a variety 

of dances, skits and musical instruments in classical, contemporary and 

cross-over compositions. Following the children’s program, CAI 

recognized several young achievers from our community, with this year’s 

honorees ranging from third grade up through seniors in high school. 

The president of the Wichita Asian Association, Ms. Ginnie Wong 

Newman, attended the event and spoke about scholarship opportunities 

available to members of the community. Of course no speech segment 

would be complete without the CAI president’s “vote of thanks!”  Once 

the speeches ended, the main program included ten different group 

performances that even included two groups that featured mother-

daughter duos on stage. Before the audience felt like it was over, the 

emcees announced that tea and snacks would be served upstairs - leaving 

the audience amazed that this year’s cultural program, which featured 

nineteen different performances, youth recognition and speeches was 

contained within 1 hour and 45 minutes! 

Many patrons, guests, and performers enjoyed tea and snacks upstairs 

while volunteers gathered around to share in this year’s success. While 

this event is called Diwali (and may have religious connotations), it 

continues to be celebrated as a community cultural event of displaying 

and sharing art, music, food, and fashion of the Indian Sub-Continent. 

Thank you to the performers, attendees and volunteers who made this 

year’s event a true success.

We wish everyone a Happy, Healthy and Prosperous New 

year! As we turn the page on this year, we must appreciate 

and acknowledge all the good things this year has brought to 

us. We are thankful to the welcoming Wichita community for 

plenty of opportunities to learn and contribute towards.

Relatively speaking, we are a very small yet diverse group of 

South Asians. We originate from various parts of the world 

and strive to assimilate in this melting pot of various cultures 

and religions.  We all came here with a dream in mind, 

whether it is education, profession, business, or taking care of 

family. Some of us are first generation immigrants; others are 

second or even third.   We are Hindus, Jains, Sikhs, 

Muslims, Christians, and Buddhists to name but the most 

populous of the religions.  Some of us are even agnostic or 

atheistic. For us to flourish as a community, coexistence is a 

fundamental requirement.  It not only fosters harmony and 

understanding between people, it also educates our children 

into doing what is right and just. We should utilize every 

opportunity to convey a message of peace and tolerance to 

the next generation by practicing it in everyday life. We 

should strive every day to be a better person and teach our 

children, our neighbors, our friends, true value of love and 

respect for each other.  If you take the first step, others will 

follow. A wonderful example of this ideal may be found in 

our Seva class.  We congratulate students and teachers of 

Balvihar Seva class, the true champions of humanity, for 

leading the way and setting good examples of community 

service. Many of you may know that their yearlong efforts on 

various community projects were honored with Humanitarian 

award of 2018 by Inter-Faith Ministries of Wichita. Their 

projects included helping refugee children with school 

supplies, feeding the homeless, collecting supplies for 

hurricane victims and raising funds for School in India.  

https://www.ksn.com/news/local/winners-of-humanitarian-

awards-honored/1391556716

Let us end with a quote from a great Indian and we hope you 

all have a wonderful 2019.

             “Where there is righteousness in heart, there is 

beauty in the character. Where there is beauty in character, 

there is harmony in the home. Where there is harmony in 

home, there is order in the nation. Where there is order in 

the nation, there is peace in the world.”

– An ancient poem often recited by the former President of 

India, the Late Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam in his speeches.
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Corporate Sponsors 2018

Thank you to all our generous donors for sponsoring us for Diwali 2018.



Cultural Association of India

P.O.Box. 782583

Wichita, KS 67278-2583


	Winter 2018 Newsletter V1.vsd
	xPage-1
	xPage-2
	xPage-3
	xPage-4


