
Wichita, KS

“Arise, awake, 
and stop not till 
the goal is 
reached”

-Swami Vivekananda

Summer 2017

Namaste

Can you believe summer is almost here? It has been an amazing first half of 
the year for the Wichita Indian community! The diversity of Indian cultural 
events together with collaboration and support of the many community 
groups has been incredible. I want to thank you for your time and energy in 
volunteering, organizing, participating and, of course, attending these events! 

Inside this newsletter are reviews of these special events from members of 
our community, and I would like to thank those volunteers for their 
contributions. If you are interested in writing an article for our newsletter, 
you can email me at president.caiwichita@gmail.com.

There are more events coming this summer. CAI’s first ever ‘Give Back 
Night’ at Aviate Trampoline Park (Wichita Sports Forum) will be on 
Sunday, June 4 from 6p-9p. We would really enjoy seeing everyone come 
out for a fun family and kid friendly event. For more information, please 
visit our Facebook page to download the flyer, which must be presented 
when purchasing your admission ticket. 

Second, the Hindu Temple of Greater Wichita will be celebrating their 15th 
anniversary with a carnival-themed event on Saturday, July 8. Please visit 
www.htgw.org for more information. 

Third, CAI will be hosting the India Independence Day event on Saturday, 
August 19 at the Andover Community Center from 11a-2p. We will have 
food and activities for children and adults. If you are interested in 
volunteering with games, food, or event management, please email me. 

Finally, I want to make sure everyone saves the date for our largest event of 
the year, Diwali Night 2017, on Saturday, November 4 at Century II. If you 
are interested in performing, please make sure you are on our email list by 
sending me an email! The participation form will be available on our 
website this summer and we anticipate the deadline will be August 1, 2017 
to submit your participation request. 

We hope you have a fantastic summer and can join us at these events!

Sincerely,

Sachin Bharati, President

Sun., June 4th, 6.00 pm onwards
Aviate @ Wichita Sports Forum 

2668 N Greenwich  
(Near K96)

Wichita, KS 67226

Sat., July 8th

320 N Zelta
Wichita, KS 67206

Sat., August 19th, 11 - 2pm
Andover Community Hall 

1008 E 13th St.
Andover, KS 67002

Sat, November 4th

Century II, Mary Jane Teall Hall

Wichita, KS 67202



World renowned Sitarist, Shakir Khan, graced Wichita with his presence in March. 
Accompanying him on tabla was Amit Kavthekar from Mumbai (via Boston). The two 
musicians perfectly accompanied each other, performing a rare and memorable concert, 
the likes of which has seldom graced Wichita. 

One can only hope that this dynamic duo makes a return visit to Wichita soon.  This 
concert exemplifies the type of event that provides entertainment and educates 
Wichitans about our rich Indian culture.

The audience was also treated to crudités during the intermission, courtesy of Mrs. 
Vineeta Kapoor.  Lastly, I would like to recognize Ms. Kavya Natesan, who did a 
fantastic job compering for the evening!

Shakir Khan’s first visit to the Heartland of the United States left his audience mesmerized with his amazing command of the sitar. 
Mr. Khan performed on March 25, 2017 at the Wichita State University’s CAC Theatre. He was accompanied by the talented 
Amit Kavthekar on tabla. The concert was organized by AHINSA in association with CAI. Instrumental to the success of this 
concert was the patronage of Mrs. Vineeta Kapoor, who arranged for the concert to be highlighted on KAKE Channel 10. 

Shakir Khan, A Sitar Extravaganza:

Mr. Khan and Mr. Kavthekar played a 
number of ragas that hypnotized the 
audience with their delicate melodies 
and flowing rhythms. Mr. Khan has a 
unique way of creating magic with the 
sitar, and not to be out done, Mr. 
Kavthekar reciprocated on the tabla. 
The union of the two masters left the 
audience with an euphoric evening of 
entertainment. If there was one 
complaint echoed from the audience, it 
was the brevity of the concert. 



April 8th saw the celebration of Holi in our fair city of Wichita.  Held later than is 
customary this year, Holi was nevertheless celebrated with the zeal and gusto that is 
typically associated with the Festival of Color. The celebrations were held at the Wichita 
State University campus.  

Amongst pleasant weather and lively music, a large crowd gathered on the lawn of Hubbard Hall at WSU on Saturday, April 8 to 
celebrate Holi. AHiNSA (Association of Hindu Students in America), a WSU student organization, hosted the Holi event in 
conjunction with CAI sponsoring the light lunch. Please visit our Facebook page - Cultural Association of India - Wichita for 
pictures of the fun filled event!

Both young and old, free of social inhibitions, proceeded to bombard each other with a plethora of colors celebrating the spirit of 
life and the onset Spring. 

Holi is a very popular spring event in India and it celebrates the arrival of spring with an enjoyable play of dry and wet colors, 
bordering on the wild as the celebration continues.

This was the third year for CAI to organize the Miss India Wichita pageant. This pageant is 
officially recognized by the Wichita Asian Association, and the winner represents the Indian 
community during the Miss Wichita Asian Festival. These pageants provide young women the 
opportunity to be involved with their community, pursue academic scholarships, strengthen 
skills in public speaking, and other professional development. 

Ms. Arockia Stephna is  currently pursuing a Master’s Degree in Engineering Management at 
WSU. Ms. Arockia served as a math tutor for students from rural areas of Tamil Nadu with the 
Amrita Self-Reliant Villages project, participated in the Amala Bharatam Campaign 2015, and 
enjoys singing, dancing, reading and solving puzzles.

Ms. Navya Gandikota was crowned the winner for 2017. We wish you the very best in 
representing our community throughout the upcoming year and beyond!

The 2017 Miss India Wichita pageant competition consisted of three rounds: an introduction, talent, question and answer 
segment. The judges were Mr. Nathan Riley, Mrs. Uyen Dinh, and Dr. James E. Owens III.  Ms. Kavya Natesan and Mrs. 
Madhuremya Jagadeesh were instrumental in preparing the contestants and organizing this year's pageant. The contest came 
down to two contestants - Ms. Navya Gandikota and Ms. Arockia Stephna. 

Ms. Navya is a graduate of Wichita High School East’s IB program 
and  is currently a junior at WSU, pursuing a Bachelor’s degree in 
Biomedical Engineering with an emphasis in Pre-Medicine. Navya 
has been active with the Pre-Medical Student Association, 
BioMedical Engineering Society, and has served as the Secretary for 
the Society of Women Engineers. 
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Continuing our year of amazing talent and cultural programmes, comes the legendary Padmashri 
Prahlad Singh Tipaniya and Group.  These gentlemen delighted a select few in April and Wichita 
got a mere taste of this extraordinary bands genius.  Mrs. Suja Mathew very kindly volunteered 
to write the following review of the band. This event was brought to us by the Bhakta Samaj.    

“Songs of Satguru Kabir” – A Cultural Report by Suja Mathew

I have lived in Wichita since 1993. Even though I enjoy all forms of Performance Arts, it is natural to 
miss the rich cultural and artistic traditions of one's home country.   I feel very fortunate and blessed 
that in our small Indian community of Wichita, we have the opportunity to witness some fine artists 
touring the US performing Bharatanatayam, Kathak, Kuchipudi, Manipuri, Sitar and Tabla to name a 
few, thanks to the dedicated connoisseurs of Indian cultural art, who take the pains to coordinate these 
events. 

For me, it was most unexpected and nothing less than divinity soaking up the "Songs of Satguru Kabir" 
presented by the melodious singing of "Padmashri Prahlad Singh Tipaniya and Group" rendered in a 
folk style, resplendent with Khartal and Manjeera, reminiscent of the rich musical heritage of my home 
state of Madhya Pradesh. The artists were very humble and stayed true to the essence of their simple 
message from Satguru Kabir which promotes a love for humanity, humility and an emphasis on having 
good morals in life. Kabir is famously inclusive of all religions and through this event; I relived the 
many 'Kabir Das ka dohas' from my school days.

Pothi padh padh jag mua pundit bhaya na koi
Dhai aakhar prem ka, padhe so pundit hoi

I couldn’t help but be nostalgic of attending similar folk events in my younger days - Panthi dance, 
Kathakalli performances, Durga puja and Ganesh puja festivities, interspersed with Qawwalis and 
Lavani performed by artists that exemplified what was good, secular and wholesome about India. From 
choir singing, to neighbourhood Gurbani, to the Azaan from the mosque completed my cultural 
conditioning and they sure have enriched the sacred Indian experience that has left a mark on my 
collective psyche. To break the cycle of Ozzy, Rainbow, UFO and GN’R and to fill the obvious gaping 
void, I try to attend as many Indian Art and Musical events as I can. Life is all about balance…isn’t it?

Bada hua toh kya hua, jaise ped khajoor,
Panthi ko chaaya nahin, phal laage ati dur

I was inspired by the brilliant collaboration of these simple artists who despite their fame, 
accolades and having been the recipients of the Padmashri award, have maintained a humility 
that was a refreshing balm to the soul. They travelled all the way to Wichita to deliver their 
message of love and peace. I consider it my solemn civic duty to support such artists and 
partake in a win-win situation. Bhakta Community was so gracious to cook food for the Artists 
and all the guests. Thank you to Shruti Bhakta for coordinating the dinner details. I loved the 
authentic Gujarati meal with khichdi, fafda, kadhi, alu-baingan sabji, puri, fresh spicy mango 
achar and kheer. A big shout out to Swati Kabirpanthi for inviting the esteemed artists to 
Wichita and for making all the arrangements to accommodate them. These events bring a 
community together, bonded by a shared heritage and the bonus of meeting like-minded Art 
lovers from in and around the greater Wichita region. I sure bought the CD and hope to 
enjoy it for years to come. It was pure bliss listening to this CD, as I drove through Highway 
77 North to Manhattan, KS on a work related assignment and heard the rhythmic ringing of 
folk music from my hometown in tandem with the early morning sunrays waking up the 
rolling prairies and farms of rural Kansas.      

I truly believe that Art transcends time, and ties us all together. As responsible citizens and 
the forebearers of our Indian heritage, we need to preserve and support what is truly beautiful 
in this world or we alone will be responsible for the erosion of the rich cultural inheritance 
that we pass along to the younger generations. Kabir says this beautifully through one of his 
dohas: 



On the 15th of April 2017, a fundraiser was held for the Hindu Temple of Greater Wichita.  It 
was an event that bought together the entire community for a night of wonder and amazement.  A 
short review is given below by Ms. K. Teegala

The audience were received by the gorgeous and gracious hosts in time honored Hindustani fashion. The whole atmosphere represented 
traditional Indian hospitality and conveyed an amazing feeling of togetherness.

The evening commenced with a delicious authentic Indian dinner provided by Gopuram of Oklahoma City, the delights of which transported 
us back to Mother India. Delectable Indian sweets provided the metaphor for the sweet nature of our community. Beautiful center pieces and 
decorations in the dinner hall were on display to echo the artistic richness of our community. A photo booth with a green screen in the dinner 
hall was an excellent and creative experience which allowed people to choose a background from various Indian architectural backgrounds 
made the experience all the more awesome!

Soon after dinner the audience made their way to the auditorium.  The stage decorations were mesmerizing! It exhibited Indian architectural 
heritage at its finest. The cultural program started with a traditional Lord Ganesh Vandana which blessed the event. A Lord Shiva stuti was 
performed as one of the acts. Songs from the sixties were a tribute to that golden era. It also depicted present generation’s respect to the elders 
and the Indian culture. The young generation singing and dancing along with live music performances was a unique experience to our 
community. The event included dances and songs from different states which make us feel proud of our nation and its variant culture and 
dialects. The anchors elegantly managed the patchwork of majestic artistry together dressed in their splendid regional costumes. 

The talent, hard work, excellent coordination and execution of the event by HTGW management, coordinators & participants were like 
fragrance spread throughout the evening - congratulations to all for the job well done. It was a great pleasure, especially for me, my family & 
friends for being the part of such a splendid evening.  Thank you for making us a part of this amazing event!

On the 13th of May 2017, Balvihar and the Hindu Temple of Greater Wichita hosted their annual 
Anand Bazaar, which consisted of various food stalls that made for an authentic Desi dining 
experience. This was followed by the Balvihar cultural program.  

Every year the students of Balvihar, a Sunday school program at the Hindu Temple, perform a cultural 
program filled with songs, dances, skits, and presentations. The cultural program offered proud moments 
for parents and entertainment for all, both informative and humorous from the youngest child through to 
high-school aged students. The teachers and organizers volunteer their time to teach the children, and you 
may surpirsed to know that the children not only learn about religion and India, but also computer 
programming, Hindi, leadership skills, and about community services. It is always a special time for these 
children to present what they have learned, and to perform that on stage!

There was also an Anand Bazaar dining 
event before the cultural program. The 
food stalls served a variety of authentic 
Indian snacks, foods, and beverages. The 
cafeteria at The Independent School was 
bustling with patrons and children, it was a 
true success!



Community classified advertisements.  To add your classified, please contact 
president.caiwichita@gmail.com for rates and availability.

Cultural Association of India
P.O.Box. 782583
Wichita, KS 67278-2583

Specializing in threading,facials, Microdermabrasion,skin tags 
and wart removal,haircuts and color. Full service licensed salon. 
(316) 617-5753 or (316) 689-8089

Contact Mrs. Sayanti Chakraborty for timings.
For both adults & children. 
(316) 259-5057

Bharatanatyam classes for both adults & children.
Contact Ms. Shyama Nair for details. 
(316) 305-6082 (text only please)

Psychiatric & Addiction Services. 
Call for help with drug or alcohol addiction problems.
(316) 686-7884, Toll Free 866-950-STOP

Give your child the academic advantage to compete in today’s 
World. Contact Neeti Patel on 
(316) 448-3700 or 

Computer running slow or got infected when you tried to watch 
a ‘movie’ online? Contact Andy at and 
get it fixed.  Very reasonable rates.

Our renowned methods help your child foster a love of learning 
while giving them the tools and confidence to perform at their 
best. Specializes in SAT/ACT Test Prep. Located in NE 
Wichita.  Contact: Sachin Bharati on (316)-854-3000 or visit 

The Tutoring Center strengthens 
your child’s academic abilities in 
Reading, Math, and Writing—
efficiently and effectively.


