
Wichita, KS

Sat., March 25, 6.30 pm
(CAC) Theater

Wichita State University 
(North East of 17th and Yale)

Wichita, KS 67260

Sun, April 2nd, 3 - 5pm
Bhakta Community Center

727 S Hydraulic St, Wichita, KS

Sat., April 8th, 12 - 3pm
Hubbard Hall East 

Wichita State University
(North East of 17th and Yale)

Wichita, KS 67260

Sat, April 15th, 5.30 – 9.30pm
Century II, Mary Jane Teall Hall

Wichita, KS

My name is Sachin Bharati and I am excited to be the CAI President 
for 2017! The Cultural Association of India - Wichita (CAI Wichita) 
is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization that educates and promotes the 
culture of India throughout the Wichita community. We have an 
amazing volunteer leadership team this year and welcome this 
opportunity to work with our members and community.

You can stay up to date with CAI events and activities on our website
(www.caiwichita.org) or by following our Facebook page. Introductions 
and details out of the way, I would like to invite you personally to no 
less than four upcoming events: 

First, Shakir Khan, an internationally acclaimed sitar player, will be 
performing in Wichita on Saturday, March 25, 2017 at the CAC 
Theater on the Wichita State University campus. Admission is free, 
but a donation is appreciated. 

Second, Satguru Singh Kabir is coming to the Bhakta Community 
Center on Sunday, April 2, 2017. Admission is free, but a donation is 
appreciated.

Third, Holi is on Saturday, April 8, 2017 also on the Wichita State 
University campus. 

. 

Fourth, MSMT 2017 is coming to Century II, Mary Jane Teall Hall 
on April 15th, starting at 5.30pm.  This is a fundraiser for the Hindu 
Temple of Greater Wichita, for more information go to: 
www.htgw.org

We look forward to seeing you and your family at these events!  
Finally, I value your opinions and ideas regarding what you would like 
your organization to be involved in.  You can reach me via email at: 

“We live in the 
world when we 
love it”

-Rabindranath Tagore

Spring 2017



Beginning of AHINSA:
In the late winter of 2001, a time when I did not have any assignments at WSU 
and so, had some free time to devote to the community, I noticed that most 
religious groups, except the Hindu students had an association at Wichita 
State. With the help of some motivated students, under my supervision, the 
Association of HINdu Students in America (AHINSA) was formed.  AHINSA 
celebrated her first event: and started functioning as an 
organization on February 24, 2001.  Monal Merchant became the first 
president and Ravi Gururajan and I became Faculty Advisors.  Effective May 
1, 2012, Dr. Alan Dsouza, replaced me as an advisor.

The first year of AHINSA:
As I look back, I am surprised and pleased at the progress made by AHINSA. 
In 2001, no student wanted to become President of AHINSA. Monal 
Merchant called his parents in India, to seek advice whether to accept the 
position of President., thankfully, his father was very supportive of him being 
the president. 

AHINSA in later years: 
Between 2001 and 2016, AHINSA held numerous events, with the number of 
events in 2011-12 being the most numerous. Thanks to Prabhjit Bagga for his 
leadership during this time.  In the Fall 2011, AHINSA held a Garba, jointly 
with CAI and the Bhakta Samaj. The event was a great success and every 
member of AHINSA was excited to participate. Moreover, Garba has been 
celebrated every year with ever increasing attendance. Prabhjit took many 
initiatives like Mela, Holi, Guru Nanak Jayanthi with langar or free food for 
students, and collection and distribution of books for charity. Prabhijit was a 
real role model for all the executive committee members to follow. 

Dr. Prem Bajaj, Ph.D., immigrated to the United States in 1965 and moved to Wichita, Kansas in 
1968 where he joined the Wichita State University Faculty. He has since retired, but remains 
active volunteering with AARP, Habitat for Humanity, Big Brothers and Big Sisters, and various 
campus organizations. Prem joined the Kansas Authors Club (KAC) March 3, 2007 and was 
presented with a Service Award in 2010. – Kansas Authors Club

AHINSA in 2016–17:
During the current year, 2016-17, Ashita 
Singh assumed the presidency. Co-
operation from CAI, with Ashwini Mysur 
(president in 2016) and Sachin Bharati in 
2017 has been very fruitful. I must give 
thanks to Alan Dsouza for his willingness 
to help at any place. Currently, AHINSA 
representatives are a part of the CAI 
Executive Board and that speaks volumes 
of mutual partnership and bigger and 
better future events and activities. 



I enjoy teaching classical Indian music to students within our community. I am 
invested in passing forth Indian art forms, such as classical dance and music to 
the children, who are our future and who will continue our lasting traditions and 
cultivate our heritage. I am looking forward to the programs and events we will 
be hosting this year.

My name is Vijaya, I currently teach Indian music here in 
Wichita. I am originally from Chennai, Tamil Nadu, and I 
have lived in Wichita for approximately 20 years now. 

I joined CAI in 2016 as a volunteer to help with Diwali nite. I enjoyed every bit 
of it. I came across many talented volunteers with whose help the event was a 
great success. As the Vice President of CAI 2017, together with my team, I am 
hoping and looking forward to another exciting year with all of you.

My name is Madhuremya Jagadeesh, I was born and raised in 
Chennai. I did my Bachelors in Fine Arts and I also have a 
diploma in Interior Designing. I came to Wichita in 2010. 

feeling of home away from home. CAI gives me the opportunity to build this 
relation and work with an enthusiastic team.

Work got me to Wichita and It's been close to 6 years that I 
have been here. We have quite a big community for a midsize 
town and getting involved in the community gives me the 

Now our family owns and operates The Tutoring Center of Wichita. I decided 
to volunteer in CAI because I enjoy living in Wichita and being involved in our 
community.

I moved to Wichita nine years ago from Bengaluru, Karnataka 
after my marriage. I received my Master's degree from Wichita 
State and previously worked as an electrical engineer.

the CAI committee in the past also.

Ajay Attawala is a civil engineer, working as project manager at 
McConnell AFB for Detroit based construction company. He 
has made Wichita his home since last 8 years.  He has served

Your New Executive Team

My first career lasted for almost ten years as an airline pilot, and about 3 years 
ago, I decided to spend more time with my growing family. This involved 
changing careers and becoming a business owner. I am excited to work with our 
members and continuing to share and promote our Indian culture and 
traditions!

I have been in Wichita for most of my life - starting at Beech 
Elementary School and completing my Master's degree in 
Business Administration from Wichita State in 2002!

This year, as I mentioned in my opening letter, we have an amazingly talented group of 
individuals.  Below is a short biography of the leadership team.  If you see any of us out and 
about, come say hi, introduce yourself and be part of the community.

“India has the largest postal network in 

the world with over 155,015 post 

offices!”
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“The Bandra Worli Sealink has steel wires 
equal to the circumference of the Earth.  
It took a total of 25,700,000 man hours to 
build!”
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“The Puskar Mela is an annual fair held 

in Ragisthan that is famous for its 

camel trading event.”



Upcoming non-CAI Events
Below are non-CAI events that are not to be missed.  We hope to see you at each and everyone 
of them.

Cultural Association of India
P.O.Box. 782583
Wichita, KS 67278-2583


